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Bits per Character Bits Per Inch
Track 1 - IATA Alpha - 6 Data + 1 Parity (odd) 210
Track 2 - ABA BCD - 4 Data + 1 Parity (odd) 75
Track 3 - Thrift BCD - 4 Data + 1 Parity (odd) 210
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Track Data Encoding and Parameters

Character Number of Encoding
Track Standard BPI Type Characters Scheme Comments
1 IATA 210 | Alphanumeric 79 6 Bits + Odd Parity | Read Only
2 ABA 75 BCD 40 4 Bits + Odd Parity | Read Only
3 Thrift 210 BCD 107 4 Bits + Odd Parity | Read & Write {uncommon usage)
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To convert to the ASCII value, ignore the P (parity

For example for the ; character, B + 30 = 3B

P = Parity Bit, usually odd
55 = Start Sentinel

ES = End Sentinel
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bit) and add the hex value of B[4:0] to 30 hex.

FS = Field Separator
AS = Account Separator (Track 3 Only)
OG = Option Graphic
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